AMENDED & ENACTED 3/25/15
AMENDED 3/25/15


Introduced by the Council President at the request of the Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission and amended by the Land Use and Zoning Committee:
ORDINANCE 2014-628-E
AN ORDINANCE REGARDING CHAPTER 307 (HISTORIC PRESERVATION), ORDINANCE CODE; DESIGNATING THE STRUCTURES LOCATED AT 801-805 West Forsyth Street (lm-13-08), OWNED BY JACKSONVILLE HISTORIC PROPERTIES, INC., REAL ESTATE NUMBER 074796-0000, IN COUNCIL DISTRICT 9, JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA, AS A LANDMARK SUBJECT TO CONDITION(S); DIRECTING THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR TO ENTER THE LOCAL LANDMARK DESIGNATION ON THE ZONING ATLAS; DIRECTING THE CHIEF OF LEGISLATIVE SERVICES TO NOTIFY EACH APPLICANT, THE PROPERTY OWNER AND THE PROPERTY APPRAISER OF THE LANDMARK DESIGNATION AND TO CAUSE SAID DESIGNATION TO BE RECORDED IN THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF DUVAL COUNTY, FLORIDA; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the Jacksonville City Council (the “Council”) promulgated Chapter 307 (Historic Preservation), Ordinance Code, to facilitate the designation of landmarks and landmark sites, where appropriate; and

WHEREAS, the property to be designated by this ordinance contains commercial buildings constructed between 1897 through 1963 (two story masonry building), Real Estate Number 074796-0000 (the “Subject Property”), in Council District 9; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the requirements of Chapter 307 (Historic Preservation), Ordinance Code, the Council has considered the issue of designating the Subject Property as a landmark, taking into consideration its importance and historical value, as more fully set forth in the Designation Application, a copy of which is on file with Legislative Services as Composite Exhibit 1, and incorporated by reference herein and Report of the Planning and Development Department, a copy of which is on file with Legislative Services as Composite Exhibit 2, and incorporated by reference herein (the “Application and Report”); and


WHEREAS, public hearings have been held by the Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission, the Council and its committees regarding the issue of designating the Subject Property as a landmark; and

WHEREAS, on November 12, 2013, the Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission reviewed  and recommended approval of the designation of the landmark (the minutes of the Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission are on file with Legislative Services); and

WHEREAS, the property owner is in support of this landmark designation; and


WHEREAS, Jacksonville Historic Properties, Inc. has owned the property since 1996 and since that time the property has been the source of numerous complaints; and


WHEREAS, Jacksonville Historic Properties, Inc. has recently taken steps to weatherize and ventilate the historic structure to stop the damaging effects of moisture by applying a new roof system; and


WHEREAS, once designated as a landmark, the owner will be able to apply for a mothballing certificate of appropriateness (“COA”) pursuant to Chapter 307, Part 3, Ordinance Code; and


WHEREAS, if approved for mothballing by the Historic Preservation Commission the City will stay enforcement of Chapter 518, Municipal Code Compliance, for the period authorized by the COA as long as new issues are resolved in a timely manner; and


WHEREAS, approval for mothballing requires the owner to stabilize, prevent deterioration from weather damage and protect from vandals in order to preserve the historic structure for future use within 90 days of the effective date of a COA unless the nature of the work is so extensive that the Commission grants a longer period of up to 6 months; and


WHEREAS, if mothballing is requested and approved, the historic preservation code inspector and the Municipal Code Compliance inspector shall jointly inspect the structure to insure that all the requirements of the COA have been fulfilled in a timely manner; and


WHEREAS, in order to assure that progress is made on the structure and further deterioration is not allowed to occur it is prudent to require the owner to comply with the mothballing criteria or else lose the historic landmark status after 12 months;

WHEREAS, by enacting this ordinance, the Council is exercising its power and authority to contribute to  the health, safety and welfare of the City of Jacksonville and finds that the Subject Property should be so designated as a landmark; now, therefore


BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Designation of Landmark.  Pursuant to Chapter 307 (Historic Preservation), Ordinance Code, the Council hereby designates the structures located at 801-805 West Forsyth Street (LM-13-08), Real Estate Number 074796-0000, in Council District 9, as a landmark.


Section 2.

Satisfaction of Requisite Criteria.  The Council hereby finds that the Subject Property satisfies at least two (2) of the requisite criteria set forth in Section 307.104(j), Ordinance Code, as more fully set forth in the Application and Report.

Section 3.

Landmark Approved Subject to Condition. This landmark is approved subject to the following conditions.  If any one of these conditions is not met, the landmark status shall be revoked.

(a) Within 60 days from the effective date of this ordinance, the Applicant shall file a complete application for a Certificate of Appropriateness for mothballing, as determined by the Planning and Development Department, Historic Preservation Division staff.

(b) Within 12 months from the effective date of this ordinance, all requirements for mothballing must be completed pursuant to Chapter 307, Part 3, Ordinance Code, pursuant to the Certificate of Appropriateness and these conditions.

(c) Within 3 years from the effective date of this ordinance, substantial steps, as determined by the Planning and Development Department, Historic Preservation Section must be taken toward the renovation or restoration of the structure.  “Substantial steps” would include expenditure of at least 50% of the value of the current assessment of the property ($149,055.00) on the rehabilitation of the property, which may include architectural/engineering plans, permitting, as well as construction on the structure.

Section 4.

Landmark Designation on Zoning Atlas.  The Council hereby directs the Zoning Administrator to designate the Subject Property as a landmark on the City’s Zoning Atlas.


Section 5.

Notice of Landmark Designation.  The Council hereby directs the Chief of Legislative Services to notify each applicant, the property owner and the Property Appraiser of the designation of the Subject Property as a landmark.


Section 6.

Recording of Landmark Designation.  The Council hereby directs the Chief of Legislative Services to record this ordinance in the public records for Duval County, Florida.


Section 7.

Effective Date.  The enactment of this ordinance constitutes a quasi-judicial action of the City Council and therefore shall become effective upon signature by the Council President and Council Secretary.
Form Approved:
__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel
Legislation Prepared By: Susan C. Grandin
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